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ANALYSIS OF MBA IN FOUR UNIVERSITIES
Higher learning education involves a combination of several types of education given in tertiary or post-secondary institutions within a certain period where a student can attain a bachelor's degree, a master's degree, a Ph.D., or a diploma. Higher education is important because it allows a learner to pursue a career that is important and inspiring to them, attain a satisfying job and make a better income due to the employment benefits that come from holding an educational certificate. Furthermore, Americans with higher education certificates are more likely to live healthier lives, have a better life and health insurance, and be attain more financial stability. Generally, education provides independence, reduces gaps between social classes, and increases the productivity of society. Based on research by (Alemu, 2003), the patterns and curriculums of tertiary education vary from state to state and from nation to nation. Moreover, the advancement of technology has led to the transformation of how most education institutions carry out routine activities. For instance, technology has allowed students to learn at their own pace through enrollment of online courses. An online class is a course that is undertaken over the internet. Moreover, technology has increased the ability of professors to provide better learning resources to students. Therefore, to ensure that a person chooses a higher learning institution that fits their needs and interests depends on the following factors, based on research by (Walsh et al, 2017). First, the geographical location of the institution will determine whether a student chooses that particular location or not. For instance, most students will prefer to go to school away from their home state while a few will prefer student exchange programs, internships, and scholarships abroad. Moreover, financial constraints determine if a student goes to college. Most students will depend on financial aids and student loans to pay for college tuition and most will end up dropping out if they do not afford tuition fees. Furthermore, students will choose a certain institution based on academic excellence and reputation in terms of the kinds of programs they provide, the average of graduates, and their acceptance rates. That is, looking at the retention rate and drop out rate of an institution can help in determining whether it is a good fit for a student or not. Retention refers to the act of ensuring skilled personnel within an organization are prevented from leaving the organization by the offering of proper incentives. Therefore, this analytical report aims at showing the similarities and differences between the University of Southern California, Duke University, Dartmouth College, and New York University in terms of admission rate, availability of online courses, and college graduation rates on the Masters in Business Administration courses. Business administration deals with marketing management, financial management, database administration, and business operations management.
The University of South California is a research university that is privately sponsored, located in California, Los Angeles. It the oldest institution specifying in research in Los Angeles and it was founded in 1880. The University is well known for business management programs, marketing, social sciences, performing arts, engineering, information sciences, communication, and journalism.  According to the US Department of Education (2019), the average cost of tuition after financial aid is approximately $30,000. The University offers financial scholarships and research grants to students who have good performance both academically and in extra-curriculum activities, to an international student, and those who are unable to afford tuition. The number of students receiving federal loans constitutes 29% and the average total debts of the student after completion and graduation are approximately $20,000. The University of South California is an out-of-state university with out-of-state tuition amounting to up to $55,000. To earn an entry to the University of Southern California, an aspirant needs to have a G.P.A of 4.0 and a possible score of 1500 in SAT results. This University is one of the most competitive universities with an acceptance rate of 13%. That is, you need to have good performance and other extra skills to earn a position in the University, and messing up can easily get you a suspension or an expulsion and on rare occasions, nullification of your certificates and transcripts. The school offers Masters in business administration which is committed to ensuring transformative learning, collegiality corporation, and teamwork. Their full-time MBA course takes two years and is designed to provide building blocks of the business with opportunities to specialize in Early-career professionals with the classes meet at the university park campus in Lo Angeles. The Executive Masters in Business Administration (EMBA) take an average period of twenty-two month and is designed to offer a deeper generalist perspective for the middle to senior management. They also have a part-time MBA for professionals and managers that take three years or thirty-three months and it is designed to help those who are fully employed. It offers early-career professionals and managers and the classes happen on the University Park campus. Moreover, the school offers an IBEAR MBA is a mid-career course that takes an average of one year. It is an accelerated course designed for mid-level professionals and managers. Furthermore, the major MBA program at The University of Southern California is the online MBA program. It takes an average of twenty-one months and is designed for early and mid-careers for managers and professionals. The online classes ensure that the curriculum is highly integrated, flexible, and utilizes effective tools and technology to create effective and efficient engagement and experience in the information age era. This program is available for students and professionals from all over the world, therefore it can be undertaken without difficulties and in the comfort of their own homes. Based on research by (Gibert, 2015), the dynamic nature of the internet and the advancement of technology has led to the demand for web-based teaching or the utilization of video conferencing. This ensures that irrespective of the location of the student, the teaching is effective and the rate of graduation is not reduced. The average rate of graduation of the University of South California is 92% for the first time and full-time undergraduate students graduating within six years (US Department of Education, 2019). Moreover, the MBA graduates from the University of Southern California experience a distinguished reputation with their employers since they possess the necessary skills, contacts and can meet every requirement for managing and solving business problems.
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Figure 1: the University of Southern California statistics
Duke University is a research University in Durham, North Carolina and it is privately sponsored. It was founded by the Methodists. The University is well known for programs in Computer sciences, econometrics and quantitative economics, public policy, registered nursing, psychology, political sciences, biomedical engineering, and biological sciences. Duke University has been ranked the twelfth best in National universities. According to the US Department of Education (2019), the average cost of tuition after financial aid is approximately $23,000. The University offers financial scholarships and research grants to students who have good performance both academically and in extra-curriculum activities, to an international student, and those who are unable to afford tuition. The number of students receiving federal loans constitutes 20% and the average total debts of the student after completion and graduation are approximately $11,500. Duke University is also an out-of-state university with out-of-state tuition amounting to up to $53,700. To earn an entry to Duke University, a student needs to have a G.P.A of 4.0 an SAT of 770 for reading and writing, and 880 for math and a general SAT of 1570. This University is one of the most competitive universities with an acceptance rate of 8.9%. That is, just like the University of Southern California, you need to have good performance and other extra skills to earn a position in the University, and messing up can easily get you a suspension or an expulsion and on rare occasions, nullification of your certificates and transcripts. Duke University offers its MBA at the Fuqua school of business. Their mission to support the academic transformations of students that graduate and simplify social interactions and support the professional development of the students. MBA at duke consists of the Daytime program and the other programs. The daytime program is very competitive because it attracts a lot of students with an acceptance rate of 22%. The admission criteria into the MBA program include strong intellectual capabilities, leadership skills, professional achievements, extracurricular activities, personal essays, and well-written recommendation letters. However, international students have to be in Durham for the program. They offer MBA full time that is occupied by managers and entrepreneurs capable of leading organizations in a competitive, global, and changing environment. it helps in the development of management skills that can facilitate control, management, and assessment of complex projects. They also offer executive MBA programs that focus on leadership skills, development of professionalism, and skills of leadership. Moreover, they have the global executive MBA that is designed to show a student how culture and business organizations shape their businesses worldwide with a major focus on Asia, North America, and Europe and set to be completed within twenty-one months. Furthermore, their Weekend executive MBA program is designed to enable a student to master novel skills without interruption of normal lives and set to be completed within twenty-two months. According to a research article by (Dakduk et al, 2016), work experience, personal traits, and personal communication skills play an important role in the admission of students into the MBA programs. Moreover, students should understand that a Master's in Business Administration is an investment that will help in increasing the chances of being employed or hired since it provides enough background information needed by employers to show the qualifications of a student.  Taking everything into consideration, pursuing an MBA from Duke University creates contacts with people and helps in gaining new sets of skills and strategic knowledge, stability, and job recognition since it responds to the real needs of a business. Duke University has an advantage such that they offer their MBA programs in conjunction with other graduate programs. For instance, a student may do an MBA while taking a course in medicine or computer sciences. That is, it allows a student to earn two certificates at the same time.
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Figure 2: Duke University Statistics
Dartmouth is a research University in Hanover; New Hampshire in the United States of America and it is privately sponsored. It was founded by Eleazar Wheelock. The University is well known for programs in History, anthropology, business management, mathematics, experimental psychology, biological sciences, political sciences, computer sciences, and econometrics and quantitative economics. Duke University has been ranked the second-best in Ivy League schools. According to the US Department of Education (2019), the average cost of tuition after financial aid is approximately $31,000. The University offers financial scholarships and research grants to students who have good performance both academically and in extra-curriculum activities, to international students, and those who are unable to afford tuition. The number of students receiving federal loans constitutes 26% and the average total debts of the student after completion and graduation are approximately $12,500.  Dartmouth College is also an out-of-state university with out-of-state tuition amounting to up to $57,600 To earn an entry to Duke University, a student needs to have a G.P.A of 4.09 an SAT of 700-770 for reading and writing, and 720-790 for math and a general SAT of 1570. This University is also, one of the most competitive universities with an acceptance rate of 8.7% and a graduation rate of 96%. That is, without good intellectual evidence or possession or extra curriculum skills, it is very hard for a student to secure a position. That is, Dartmouth accepts students that are at the top of their high school and bachelor's classes. Students are expected to maintain high discipline levels to avoid suspensions, cancellations, and expulsions. Dartmouth College offers MBA through the Tuck school of business. The school offers a full-time MBA designed for middle to senior management professionals and is scheduled to be completed within twenty-two months. However, the school does not offer executive MBA programs or part-time programs. That is, they believe that these programs would reduce the attention or concentration on the full-time MBA program. Instead, the executive MBA programs are replaced by Advanced management programs for executive professionals and a summer program for individuals that wish on expanding their knowledge on the fundamentals of business administration. The school has partnered with other schools so that the MBA can be conducted in combination with engineering to enable the student to enhance their management skills. Moreover, students can seek joint-programs or dual-programs to enable them to complete their MBA programs and other programs of their choice at the same time. According to (US Department of Education, 2019), over ninety-five percent of graduates from the MBA class at Dartmouth college secure jobs and internships after graduation most of the graduates focusing on database administration, financial services, accounting, operation management, and research, and consulting. Based on the Financial time M.B.A report, the MBA programs have been ranked as the tenth best worldwide The MBA class consists of approximately three hundred students and these students may specify in marketing, finance though the specialization is not a compulsory requirement. The average application into the Tuck school of business is 2600 and the acceptance rate is twenty-three percent with a minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.49 with a graduation rate of 96%. According to (Chiemezie, 2020), Brown University is the only university from the Ivy League that offers an MBA even though it does not have a business school. Therefore, Dartmouth college does not offer online classes for an MBA since it is believed that it would take away the attention of the full-time MBA. This is the same reason why they do not offer an executive MBA, global MBA part-time MBA, or the IBEAR MBA. The main aim of this is to maintain the quality of the full-time MBA.
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Figure 3: Dartmouth College Statistics
New York University is a research University in New York City, United States of America and it is privately sponsored. It was founded by Albert Gallatin. The University is well known for programs in Liberty arts and sciences, econometrics and quantitative economics, Business, computer and information sciences, cinematography, psychology, and political sciences and government. Duke University has been ranked the twelfth best in Universities that offer the best business courses. According to the US Department of Education (2019), the average cost of tuition after financial aid is approximately $42,000. The University offers financial scholarships and research grants to students who have good performance both academically and in extra-curriculum activities, to international students, and those who are unable to afford tuition. The number of students receiving federal loans constitutes 31% and the average total debts of the student after completion and graduation are approximately $21,250. Duke University is also an out-of-state university with out-of-state tuition amounting to up to $53,308. To earn an entry to Duke University, a student needs to have a G.P.A of 4.0 an SAT of 650-770 for reading and writing, and 660-790 for math and a general SAT of 1570. New York University has an acceptance rate of 9 % an average graduation rate of 96%for first-time and full-time graduate students that managed to graduate within six years. Therefore, for a person to qualify for an MBA at New York University, a student needs effective performance, professional experience for executive MBA programs, and operations research and management capabilities. A student is required to maintain their GPA to avoid expulsion due to poor performance. The Stern business school of New York University receives approximately 3600 applications with an average undergraduate GPA. They have an acceptance rate of 7.6% and an average graduation rate of 95%. The New York University MBA is designed for the students and professionals that have a passion for technology in terms of database administration in conjunction with electronic-commerce. The program takes a period of twenty-two months and it is combined with coursework in business and technology with cutting-edge industrial projects from excellent companies. Moreover, an MBA student can be a part of intensive immersion on the coasts of the United States industries. Furthermore, a student will have access to the headquarters of the technologies most exciting locations, both locally and globally. Also, the students can interact with the biggest group of data scientists among business schools. The full-time MBA is a general MBA designed to take two years where a student can earn sixty credits, the Tech-MBA is a specialized MBA designed for professionals interested in technology, the part-time MBA is a general MBA that takes two to six years to complete the sixty credits, and have intakes during the fall and spring. New York University also offers dual degrees where an MBA student can take another course so that at the end of the MBA, the student can graduate with an additional degree. However, currently, New York University does not offer online MBA programs. The Stern school deals with full-time, part-time, and tech MBA programs on campus in Manhattan and Westchester. According to (Culver et al, 2011), dual degree programs are useful because they enable a student to work in a wider range of career fields since a student can gain a more extensive experience that improves employability. However, these programs take a longer period to complete, they cost a lot more and there has been little evidence showing their efficiency and effectiveness. Despite these, most students are more comfortable with taking dual degree programs due to the advantages that they bring. 
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Figure 4: New York University Statistics
Assessing the MBA programs of the four research Universities, the best option for an MBA program will be the University of Southern California. Their tuition fee for both state and out-of-state high. However, their programs offer so many more benefits compared to Duke University. For instance, they offer online classes that are flexible, highly integrated, and utilizes useful technological resources that ensure students get the maximum resources from the online platforms. Duke University also offers online courses for the Master's in Business Administration while Dartmouth College and New York University do not offer online courses, therefore if a student wanted to online within the four universities, the comparison will be between New York University. Moreover, the MBA graduates from the University of Southern California experience a distinguished reputation with their employers since they possess the necessary skills, contacts and can meet every requirement for managing and solving business problems. In time constraints, a person may opt to go for New York University since their full-time MBA programs take a shorter time compared to the other university since they can take to up to thirteen months. In terms of acceptance rate, a student is more likely to be accepted into Dartmouth college since they have the highest acceptance rate of thirteen percent for the MBA program (US Department of Education, 2019). However, Dartmouth college also has the lowest average rate of graduation. If a student decides to choose a program that needs a dual-degree program to accompany an MBA, then the University of Southern California, Dartmouth College, and New York University. However, Duke University School of Business ode have a dual degree program but allows the students and professions can take a complementary course that is accompanied by the MBA so that a student can get extra skills to penetrate both local and global market.
Since most competitive universities take a lot of factors into consideration before accepting a student into their MBA programs, students and professions should work towards determining what those issues are. First, proper preparations to pass the GMAT can help in securing a position in MBA programs. The Graduate management adaptive test is utilized in assessing the verbal, practical, management, and analytical skills that help in determining the readiness of a student to take the MBA program. Second, developing leadership skills and not shying away from complicated projects can help in building required practical skills. Moreover, an MBA aspiring student should always consider getting certification courses aligned with the MBA program they wish to take so that they do not experience difficulties during the program. Moreover, going the extra mile can make you stand out when compared to other students, hence improving one’s acceptance chances. Moreover, higher learning institutions can take action to ensure that their MBA programs are at the top of the field. According to (Hesket, 2005), business schools are overemphasizing research at the expense of the practical experience provided in a classroom setting. Therefore, schools can focus more on the practical aspect and methods that ensure that there is the maximization of skills that are obtained.  The article argues that business schools have lost the relevance of following scientific methods of teaching in business courses. That is, they focus more on the theory that combines theoretical learning and practice. For instance, offering internships in relevant organizations varying from technology, logistics and general business organization as this will help in skill advancement better than theoretical learning. 
In conclusion, understanding the concept of higher learning education is a complex concept and determining a school for a bachelor's or master's studies brings a lot of challenges to students since the matters to be considered are huge. For instance, the proximity of the school, reputation, acceptance and graduation rate, and availability of research grants and scholarships determine how a student chose a school. Moreover, the amount of state and out-of-state tuition fees, type of MBA courses offered, and the availability of online courses for their programs also play an important role in determining where a student study. Therefore, a student aspiring to take an MBA course should take into consideration all of the above factors to ensure that the choice of learning institution matches their interests and career perspective.
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